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Burdekin School: Attendance Policy
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Rationale
All schools in Queensland are committed to providing safe and supportive learning environments for all students which address their educational needs.

Burdekin School expects all students to attend every school day. Burdekin School’s attendance policy

aims to work with the school community and make “Every day count”.

The Education Act requires that children of compulsory school age (six years and six months - sixteen years) are required to be in full-time attendance at a government or registered non-government school unless they are receiving approved home tuition, correspondence education, or have been granted an exemption by the Education Department .A young person must then be engaged in a compulsory participation phase of “earning or learning” for 2 years and/or until 17 years.
School community beliefs about the importance of attending school

It is important that students, staff and parents/carers have a shared understanding of the importance of attending school. Burdekin School: 

· is committed to promoting the key messages of Every Day Counts

· believes all children should be enrolled at school and attend school all day, every school day

· monitors, communicates and implements strategies to improve regular school attendance 

· believes truanting can place a student in unsafe situations and impact on their future employability and life choices 

· believes attendance at school is the responsibility of everyone in the community. 
Responsibilities 
School responsibilities:

· Provide positive learning experiences
· Promote a safe and supportive learning environment
· Recognise individual educational needs

· Attendance records are maintained and monitored twice daily

· Unexplained absences are investigated and high levels of absenteeism are investigated further
· Ongoing unexplained absences, or lack of cooperation regarding student attendance will result in formal proceedings
· Student attendance will appear on student half year and end of year reports.
Student responsibilities:

· Attend daily unless an acceptable reason has been provided for the absence
· Engage in school curriculum

· Follow school rules – Safe, Learn, Respect
Parent responsibilities:

· Send student to school each day unless student is ill or the absence is absolutely necessary
· Inform school of all absences
· Work collaboratively with school promoting a high expectation of student attendance
Strategies 
At Burdekin School we promote 100% attendance by:

· Promoting a positive school culture – “We All Matter”

· Promoting communication between school, home and community

· Engaging community organisations to assist and promote attendance
· Sharing brochures and printed information with families
· Making all school community members feel welcome in our school

· Promoting health and well-being programs across the school
· Encouraging volunteers and /or parent helpers at the school

· Providing parent support / network meetings

Responses to absences
At Burdekin School we are committed to achieving the following targets in improving attendance:

· Increase to mid upper quartile (School Data Profile)
When a student is absent without explanation for 1 day the class teacher will:
· call home, or 

· send an absence slip home in the communication book
· No response, will trigger a referral to the Principal for follow up.

When a student is absent without explanation for 3 days or a pattern of absences has been identified, Burdekin School will take the following actions:

· A referral to the Principal for follow up: - Phone Call, Home visit, Agency referral, request for a meeting
At Burdekin School the consequences or impacts of unexplained or unauthorised absences might include the following:

· Working collaboratively with the family and outside agencies promoting attendance\
· Work collaboratively with student and Carer promoting individual needs of student if an issue

· Formal procedures – Failure to attend letters resulting in a series of actions ranging from a formal meeting with the Principal through to prosecution.
Reporting and monitoring attendance
At Burdekin School reports of absence or truanting are taken seriously. Students, parents, members of community and school staff may report an absence through contacting the school via phone, email, student communication book and/or a school visit.
Some related resources
Every Day Counts

http://education.qld.gov.au/everydaycounts/index.html 

Departmental Policies and Procedures
Managing Student Absences and Enforcing Enrolment and Attendance at State Schools  
Roll Marking in State Schools 
[image: image4.jpg]Queensland
Government







